[Victims of general crimes. Prospective and longitudinal assessment of psychological injuries].
The aim of this study was to assess the relations between acute psychological injury, particularly peritraumatic dissociation, and early development of posttraumatic stress disorder in victims of violence. Thirty-five subjects were prospectively assessed in an emergency department, within 24 hours of the trauma, for acute dissociative experiences with the Peritraumatic Dissociative Experiences Questionnaire (PDEQ). All of them were followed longitudinally to assess post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 5 weeks after with the Clinician-administered PTSD scale (CAPS) and the Impact of event scale (IES). Of the 35 victims 10 (28%) were diagnosed with a posttraumatic stress disorder at 5 weeks. Among PTSD subjects mean PDEQ scores were significantly higher (3+/-1.1) than in those without PTSD (2.3+/-0.7) (t=2.24, df=33, p=0.029). The PTSD subjects reported more "out of body experience" (p=0.015) and more "sense of body distorsion" (p=0.03) than non PTSD subjects. High levels of peritraumatic dissociation following violent assault are risk factors for early posttraumatic stress disorder. Psychological assessment of acute traumatic dissociative experiences must be included in emergency departments.